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The Most Common Form of War Architecture:

“Bunker” T %ﬂiﬁrﬁ I



Definition of “Bunker”

What is a “Bunker”? }ﬁﬁ'ﬁ&’l@g‘

m Any kind of construction that protects an individual from the weapons of his
enemy can be called a “bunker”: bomb shelters, tornado refuges, guard posts,
all of these can count as bunkers. (from the article “FNG Tactics: Bunkers,” by
Darby Eckles, p. 1)

What is a Military “Bunker”?

m A fortification E{’;‘}[aﬁl[f’&;'%j gt set mostly below the surface of the ground with
overhead protection provided by logs and earth or by concrete and fitted with
openings through which guns may be fired. (infoplease / Dictionary.com)

m A fortified chamber mostly below ground often built of reinforced concrete and
provided with embrasures. (Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary)

m (Military / Fortifications) an underground shelter, often of reinforced concrete
and with a bank and embrasures for guns above ground. (The Free Dictionary)

A bunker is an partly or fully underground reinforced concrete fortification
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Modern Bunker Types 3 f*}ﬁﬁ#‘ﬁ%}?}ﬁﬁj

Military Types gl’g;@fg (usually constructed underground or into hills)
Foxhole =ik

Trench g

Ammunition / Explosives Magazine JiZ&,

Ordnance Depot Hi'FBi

Air Raid Shelter [% 23

Pillbox P, FHE

Civilian Types &JEjsKﬂi_ﬁf[ (usually built in the basement of houses)
Air Raid Shelter B’Bgﬁ"i[ﬁj

Fallout Shelter 7% 85EEterT

Tornado Shelter FeEFe w BEET




Modern Bunker Types f*#ﬁfﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁJ

Military Types HiEt##E] (usually constructed underground or into hills)
Foxhole ﬁ‘r_‘fﬁh

Trench g

Ammunition / Explosives Magazine 3¢/,

Ordnance Depot Hi'}'#

Air Raid Shelter [

Pillbox ’p’ﬁ‘ﬁi, e [
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Conservation of Historic Foxhole
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Modern Bunker Types f*#ﬁfﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁJ

Military Types HiEt##E] (usually constructed underground or into hills)
Foxhole §t-Hk

Trench iz

Ammunition / Explosives Magazine 3¢/,

Ordnance Depot Hi'}'#

Air Raid Shelter [
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Consertion of .. Trenches as Battlefield Mon_umen_t in France
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Modern Bunker Types H%ﬂiﬁﬁﬁﬁfﬁJ

Military Types HiEt##E] (usually constructed underground or into hills)
Foxhole §t-Hk

Trench g

Ammunition / Explosives Magazine 3¢/,

Ordnance Depot Hi'}'#

Air Raid Shelter [
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Ammunition Magazine iz,

Explosives Magazine, Ma : : =
~Lyttelton Harbour, NZ; _ Magazine Island (Cole Island), Victoria Bc,m



Ammunition / Explosives Magazines in Hong Kong

Former Explosives Magazine Complex: Magazine A (1860s) and Magazine B (1900s-1920s)



Conservatlon of Historical Explosives Magazmes at Admlralty, Hong Kong




Modern Bunker Types H%ﬂiﬁﬁﬁﬁfﬁJ

Military Types HiEt##E] (usually constructed underground or into hills)
Foxhole §t-Hk

Trench g

Ammunition / Explosives Magazine 3¢/,

Ordnance Depot Fi'}'

Air Raid Shelter [
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Ordnance Depot Hi '




Central Ordinance (Munitions) Depot in Hong Kong at Shouson Hill




Conservation of Historical Ordnance Depot in Hong Kong

Crown Wine Cellars

Five bunkers of the former Central Ordinance (Munitions) Depot at Shouson Hill have been conserved and
adapted by Crown Wine Cellars as a commercial wine cellar facility.

It won the Award of Merit in the 2007 UNESCO Asia-Pacific Heritage Awards for Cultural Heritage
Conservation.
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Modern Bunker Types H%ﬂiﬁﬁﬁﬁfﬁJ

Military Types HiEt##E] (usually constructed underground or into hills)
Foxhole §t-Hk

Trench g

Ammunition / Explosives Magazine 3¢/,

Ordnance Depot Hi'}'#

Air Raid Shelter [ 2
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Air Raid Shelter B’Bgﬁ*’i[rﬂ




Air Raid Shelters in Hong Kong
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Longhong Telegraph. | 55500 2250 |
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Air Raid Shelters in Hong Kong
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Conservatlon of A|r Rald Shelters: The Battle BoX in Singapore
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http://www.singaporevr.com/vrs/BattleBox/SurrenderConference.html



http://www.singaporevr.com/vrs/BattleBox/SurrenderConference.html

Modern Bunker Types H%ﬂiﬁﬁﬁﬁfﬁJ

Military Types HiEt##E] (usually constructed underground or into hills)
Foxhole §t-Hk

Trench g

Ammunition / Explosives Magazine 3¢/,
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20th-Century Pillboxes
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Origin of the Typology

The modern pillbox typology was created by the German military around 1915 during W.W.I
(1914-18) and was called Mannschafts Eisenbeton Unterstande (reinforced concrete crew
dugout FFd * ElFEPHEE). The Allied copied the idea and named the type fortified
machine gun emplacement

ﬁ‘;ﬁ%ﬁﬁgﬁﬁ%.




Origin of the Name

The long-winded “fortified machine gun emplacement” became the simple “pillbox” in
popular British military slang because of its resemblance to the medicinal pill box, and the
word entered the Oxford English Dictionary in 1917. In American usage, “bunker” is
commonly used in lieu of “pillbox.”

www.walshbrothers.co.uk; www.replacements.com; www.monsoon.co.uk



Pillbox in the 21st Century

The pillbox is an obsolete defensive system in the 21st century.
It is completely ineffective against today’s weapons technology
and mobile war tactics.

. “In the present day, with advanced intelligence, surveillance
and reconnaissance sensors and precision-guided munitions,
[a defensive line of pillboxes] would probably not have survived
longer than the first hour of a war.”

Quoted from Joris Janssen Lok in “Austria Clears Line of Buried Tank Turrets,”
blog posted at Defense Technology, at www.aviationweek.com, 23 July 2008.




Classic Pre-W.W.II European Pillbox (Machine Gun Emplacement)
Swiss pillbox of stone-and-concrete construction, for defending mountain passes
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Classic Japanese Coconut-log Pillbox (Machine Gun Emplacement)
Pacific War (1941-45)

“A [Japanese coconut-log pillbox] usually
contained two machine guns, with each gun
laid on a fixed line. In no instance were two
guns laid on the same line. The firing ports of
the bunkers were very close to the ground.

Each [pillbox] was constructed of coconut and

fastened together with a standard staple that
the Japanese issue for this purpose.

The log frame, about 14 feet square and having - ;, s %nﬁﬁ\h-’%
an interior height of 7 feet, then was covered = “#=2%7 — N

with a dome of sand. The sand was piled so
high that the roof was covered with 3 to 5 feet

of sand at the eaves. ;

The interiors of some of the bunkers were lined :
with sandbags to lessen the effect of
explosives which might be fired or hurled into the “
bunkers.” =y

Bulletin (%;@ﬁlﬁl'ﬁ[f'[ﬁﬁ;ﬁﬁim, October 1944 issue, published by E=
the US War Department. =



Tank-turret Pillboxes
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Tank-turret Pillbox (Anti-tank Gun Emplacement)
World War 11 (1939-45) to Cold War (1947-1991)

“The interwar period [between WWI and WWII] saw the

pace of tank development quickened ... This ... left
~ large numbers of outmoded tanks to be disposed of. In
| the Soviet Union, . .. the scrapping of perfectly

serviceable turrets was deemed wasteful and in 1931 the
idea of using tank turrets as fixed fortifications was
advanced.”

“...this [fortification] philosophy continued well into the
Cold War when obsolete tanks were mothballed or their
turrets removed and used in fixed positions.”

Quoted from: Neil Short, Tank Turret Fortifications (2006), p.9.

Neil Short, Tank Turret Fortifications (2008), p.175



Tank-turret Pillbox (Anti-tank Gun Emplacement)
World War 11 (1939-45) to Cold War (1947-1991)

Awustria Clears Line of Buried Tank Turrets

-Hi Posted by Joris Janssen Lok at 7/23/2008 2:07 AM CDT \ ﬂ

Austria has cleared the last of 50 buried 105-mm. tank turrets, In addition to the 50 tank turrets, the line of defense also
installed in 1983 as an anti-invasion line of defense in one of its : included the preparations for some 300 anti-tank roadblocks.
gastern provinces. = S

The turrets, peeking out just above the ground with the bunker
in which they were mounted hidden below the surface, were
meant to engage hostile armor at a range of out to 2,000
meters, the Austrian defense ministry says.

~—

N : : ’ el The 13.5-metric-ton turret is carefully moved down the steep

S, -7 T - . incline of the hill in which it was positioned. Photo: Austrian

- Ay L.» SORE W | armed forces
o - T o .
~ ;J = ‘ N 5 R . Each turret position was crewed by seven troops. In the 1980s,

- — ’ - aa R 0 the ministry claims, the line of defense was one of Austria's

The last turret is hoisted from its base where it has been fora | best-kept military secrets. (In the present day, with advanced
quarter of a century. Photo: Austrian armed forces . intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance sensors and

OF TANK ATTACK_

- , . precision-guided munitions, the line would probably not have
EXPECTED DIRECTION —m B‘ survived longer than the first hour of a war).
s ( DWWGAAM (C): A POTOCNK, 2005

www.aviationweek.com; www.fsgfort.com



Conservation of Arnie’s Tank (M47, Austrian Army)
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California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger was a M47 tank driver during military service in
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Conservation of Arnie’s Tank (M47, Austrian Army)
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. Neil Short, Tank Turret Fortifications (2008), p.184

“...the Austrian government tracked
down the decommissioned weaponry
and had it unearthed (it was buried as
part of Cold War fortifications with just
§ the turret above ground). The tank was
later shipped to the United States,

| where Schwarzenegger placed it on
display as aloan to the Motts Military
Museum in Groveport, Ohio [from 2000
to 2008].”

www.mottsmilitarymuseum.org

Quoted from: www.redorbit.com, article
“Schwarzenegger has Taste of High Life,” posted on
15 Nov, 2003.



British W.W.I Pillbox
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British Moir Machine Gun Pillbox (W.W.I)

{."".1,*_ Named after the designer, Sir Ernest Moir, an engineer
et { by training, and Controller of the Invention Department,
Ministry of Munitions during W.W.1.

& ’1‘.

Designed for mass production and on-site assembly,
some 1,900 manufactured, and about 800 installed on
the battlefields of W.W.I.

& Produced in kit form with instructions and tools to
= assembled the prefabricated components, which
consisted of 48 concrete blocks, for domed roof-
sections, a girder, reinforcing rods, a bulletproof ring,
and a Vickers machine-gun mounting.

The entire assembly, weighing 4.8 tonnes, could be
B carried by four W.W.I lorries, and erected in one day by
a team of 4 sappers (engineering-trained soldiers) and 8
§ labourers (ordinary soldiers), led by an army corporal
with surveying skills.

Text adapted from: Mike Osborne, Pillboxes of Britain and Ireland
(Stroud, Gloucestershire: Tempus Publishing, 2008), p.45.

statelibrary.dcr.state.nc.us; www.gwpda.org



British Moir Machine Gun Pillbox (W.W.I)
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British W.W.II Pillboxes
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British Type 22 Pillbox (W.W.1I)
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British Type 22 Pillbox (W.W.II)

The Type 22 is the most common pillbox type with 1,209 recorded as being extant [in the
UK].

In May 1940, the directorate of Fortifications and Works (FW3) was set up at the War Office
to provide a number of basic pillbox designs which could be constructed by soldiers and
local labour at appropriate defensive locations.

In the following June and July FW3 issued 6 basic designs for rifle and light machine gun,
designated Type 22 to Type 27.

Text adapted from Wikipedia, sv “British hardened field defences of World War IlI.”

Unknown Internet source; www.geograph.org.uk



British Type 22 Pillbox (W.W.II)

TYPE 27 '
TYPE 27
W
VICKERS MMG
I . EMPLACEMENT

TYPE 284

TYPE 26

TYPE 24
THICK WALLED'

TYPE 25 "’_\
\/

www.pillboxes-somerset.com



British Type 22 Pillbox (W.W.II)

A simple design that was adaptable to such local conditions:

1. Construction: reinforced concrete superstructure on a foot-thick pad foundation

2. Labour:
2. Material:
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soldiers, local volunteers or unskilled labour with minimal supervision
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fof=PFC VR suevaz  canantlspge

1Y, EEilv. » Elspase

B oteal ¥em MLAST cand

TYPE 22

www.atlantikwall.co.uk



British Type 22 Pillbox (W.W.II)

The type 22 pillbox is a regular hexagon in plan with an embrasure in five of the sides and
an entrance in the other. The embrasures are suitable for rifles or light machine guns.
Each wall, of about 6 feet (1.8 m) long and 12 inches (30 cm) thick, was resistant to bullet

and shrapnel.

Internally there is a Y- or T- shaped anti-ricochet wall (the top of the Y/T nearest the
entrance); the internal wall also helps support the roof.

Text adapted from Wikipedia, sv “British hardened field defences of World War II.”

All iimges: www.pillbox-study-group.org.uk



British Type 22 Pillbox (W.W.II)

Instead of camouflaged, pillboxes located in urbanized areas were often disguised as small
urban structures, such as newsstands, information booth, food kiosks, bus stops and small

offices.

— e 3

—

— < ,'i.

Spot the pillbox! Type 22 pillboxes disguised as a church porch (left) and a refreshment kiosk (right).

lan Smith at LIFE



British Pillboxes in Disguise

- ol

A Type 26 pillbox disguised as a bus stop off a An unknown type pillbox disguised as a tourist
country road. information booth in Central London.

lan Smith at LIFE



angry that a

R Second World

War relic has been
demolished by
workmen.

The wartime pillbox, used
to watch for enemy bombing
raids, was demolished during
roadworks near the Toyotla
factory in Burnaston.

The concrete lookout post had
lasted for more than 50 ycars and

e Ll e e ol e L IS RN TUTREE T I
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Conservation of British Pillboxes

End of road
for pillbox

by Damien Gaffney

pillboxes around that it has
become common to find them
being knocked down. It's not as
if they are monuments, but they
do represent a piece of history."”
The Mmtstry of Defence,

I N T Bt § 1

. ® 35 & _ & a8

19/ 6/1995 DERBY EVENING TELEGR,
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@ GONE FOREVER: The Second World War pillbox

which has now been demolished.

www.pillbox-study-group.org.uk



Conservation of British Pillboxes

LIVE L

Last Updated: Saturday, 2 December 2006, 12:15 GMT
B E-mail this to a friend E Printable version

World War II pill box conserved

A World War II pill box which SRR -~ -
formed part of the North » S
Somerset inland defence has§
been conserved.

The pill box, at the entrance of
Vale House in Roadwater, is a

type 24 which was common to
the south west area.

It is special as it was disguised i*1-::= |J|!|L|:'_‘u-1 is m-.*.'l;_: Scheduled Ancient
Monument on Exmoor

as @ small garden building with
a pitched shingle roof and painted windows rather than

simply camouflaged as most were.

news.bbc.co.uk



Conservation of Pillboxes: H&|'[5%45 Type 24 pillbox in Shanghai (Chinese Civil War)
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Lee Ho Yin; www.fsgfort.com



Pillboxes of Singapore
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Singapore/Malaya Pillbox (W.W.II)
Inland type

The design features a central observation cupola with two machine-gun slots.

1BearGer; www.penang-traveltips.com; www.virtualtourist.com



Singapore Pillbox (W.W.II)
Coastal type

The design features a central observation cupola with two machine gun emplacements.

R




Singapore Pillbox (W.W.II)
Coastal type

Singapore’s coastal pillboxes were part of the island’s coastal defence system. Together
with coastal artillery, the pillboxes were sited along the east, south and west coasts of the
island, in anticipation of an invasion from the sea (the north faces Malaya).

A 2] : : . .
“ C.M. Macl od( ﬂWa{ Monthly, Issge.34 (1976) p34 RusseltW Barnes Caﬂ\ﬂ!l\yans/LIIéE\



Singapore Pillbox (W.W.II)
Coastal type

Inside the observation cupola, there is a concrete pedestal for mounting a depression range
finder to direct the nearby coastal artillery, or a small search light to illuminate targets for
the emplaced machine guns.
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Inside the observation cupola, there is a concrete pedestal for mounting a depression range

finder to direct the nearby coastal artillery, or a small search light to illuminate targets for

Singapore Pillbox (W.W.II)
the emplaced machine guns.

Coastal type
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Singapore Pillbox (W.W.II)
Coastal type
What's wrong with these pillboxes?

The Japanese Army invaded Singapore by land from the north, so the pillboxes were
rendered useless as they were facing the wrong way.

thaﬂgi 2%Bin

i 1o
Beting Kusa
24 6in

Johore 3+ 15in

; e -_ | iy Connaught 38.2in
PULAL -wmﬂ%, %‘“ PULAL BLAHANG MATI

C.C.M.Macleod-Carey, “Singapore Guns,” War Monthly, Issue 34 (1976), p.34




Conservation of Singapore Pillboxes
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Pillboxes of Hong Kong
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Hong Kong Pillbox (Bl‘i’[ish) at Central Vehicle Ferry Pier (demolished)

shaft” type pillboxes,
designed as machine gun
emplacements, were built
between 1938 and 1940.

The design has a unique
feature: a prominent
periscope shaft protruding
through the roof at the
centre of the superstructure




Hong Kong Pillboxes (British) at Wan Chai, 1941 (demolished)




Hong Kong Pillboxes (British) at Jardine’s Lookout
Perhaps the most famous surviving pillboxes are two found at Jardine’s Lookout,
designated PB1 and PB2, overlooking Wong Nai Chung Gap.

PB2 was partly destroyed during the Battle of Hong Kong in December 1941, while PB1
sustained minor battle damage.
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HK Public Records Office; www.onwar.com



Hong Kong Pillboxes (British) at Jardine’s Lookout

Top View Cutaway Side View
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Patiscopo Shan

A
actilation Dozt

Cutaway Top View

AR
Entry

L] . .
Fire Loop Hola Ih3.ggpht.com; img.geocaching.com



Periscope Is Built into Dugout

TAKEN “someéwhere in France,” the photograph above
shows a soldier attached to a Scots regiment on watch in
an underground concrete shelter, Using a built-in peri-
scope, the sentry can scan the area on all sides of the
sunken dugout, and obtain a clear view of any advance
of the enemy without exposing himself to the fire of
snipers or enemy patrols.

hkatwwii at news.webshots.com; Popular Science, April 1940



Hong Kong Pillboxes (British) at Jardine’s Lookout
What’s wrong with these pillboxes?

“[they] were ‘very stupidly designed. ... They had a vent [the periscope shaft] in the
top, and the Japs dropped their grenades down them.”

A Canadian veteran’s comment on the design of the No. 1 Pillbox on Jardine’s Lookout, quoted from: Brereton Greenhous,
“C” Force to Hong Kong: A Canadian Catastrophe, 1941-1945 (1997), p. 69.

HKPTU; Lee Ho Yin



Hong Kong Pillboxes (Japanese) at Luk Keng (Grade II)

A system of 12 pillboxes and a command post,
linked by tunnels, built into the hills of Luk Keng
(JusF); similar in design to the type built on the
island of Okinawa (below).

Cable-Reinforced
¢t Rope Ladder into

t
Detail Sketch
of Gunport

Logs and Reinforced
® Concrete Posts Plan Tunnel

www-cgsc.army.mil; www.batgung.com; www.hk-place.com



Hong Kong Pillbox (Japanese) at Diamo
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Pillbox in Tai Hom Village, Diamond Hill (%7 |~ 557),
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Standard Japanese pillboxes in Taisi ’F"[E“l (left) and Beijing (right); similar in design as the Diamond Hill pillbox, which is
the only known example in Hong Kong.

AMO; & 'ﬁ%ﬁiﬁ’wﬁ?ﬁa{; {=f4¢%; gujiyou.abang.com



Hong Kong Pillbox (Japanese) at

L

| P s

LR Tt}

ELLLLSLEREE

VY
Conerede
Sloly

Measured drawings of plan and section of the Diamond Hill pillbox, surveyed and drawn by structural engineer Mingo Li



Conservation of Hong Kong Pillbox

SCMP, 22 September 2009

Councillors fear historic sites were
downgraded to make way for depot

......................................................

District councillors will confront her-
itage officials today when they vote
onamotionopposing the downgrad-
ing of two historic structures in Dia-
mond Hill that may be removed to
make way for a large railway depot.

Lam Man-fai - who will table the
motion at the Wong Tai Sin District
Council when officials from the
Commissioner for Heritage’s Office
pay avisit today - said many council-
lors were unhappy the three heritage
sites in the former Tai Hom village
had been left to decay, and two had
been downgraded without a reason.

The Antiquities and Monuments
Office has proposed that the grade-
three Old Stone House - home of
actorQiao Hongin the 1950s and "60s
and part of the village that was home
to many directors and stars - be re-
moved from the heritage list.

On the otherside of the site, a sec-
ond world war pillbox, or military
bunker, faces havingits status dimin-

——

three status, are all that is left of the
village, which was taken over by
squatters before being cleared in the
late 1990s. Lam said the stone house
had been damaged by intruding tree
roots and become a breeding ground
for mosquitoes. “These three items

was downgrading the buildings to
make it casier for the MTR Corpora-
tion to clear the site to build the depot
for the future Sha Tin-to-Central link.

Just two weeks ago, the Antiqui-
ties and Monuments Office said the
depot’stracks would encroach on the

The MTR Corp plans to ¢
7.2-hectare site with a 17-trac
which will be partly undergn
rail maintenance and storage
will be a residential and con
development. An MTR Corp
woman said the three histor
tures would be “reprovisior
declined to give details.

"“After depot constructi
could be moved to somewt
or returned to where they ar

The company is prepa
environmental impact asse
for the railway and relocatior

Wallace Chang Ping-hun
fessor of architecture at Chin
versity, said the MTR Corp h:
been able to explain to him
depot had to be so large as
the wholesite, given there we
depots in Kowloon and Sha’

“It's always the money-a
argument. Their plan amc
raping the heritage,” he said.

Taking the depot under
and making it smaller migh



Issues with Conserving Hong Kong'’s
(Reinforced Concrete) War Architectural Heritage
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Heritage Values of War Architectural Heritage

X

Aesthetic Value q\%”ﬁ[ﬁj

War architecture is deS|gned for war, not for aesthetics!

X

Historic Value :ﬁﬂl@f@

Very often, nothing historic happened in sites of war architectural heritage!

X

Social Value Tﬂﬁ E}ﬁj

Social value is about collective attachment. It's not pretty, it's not historic and
It’s hidden from view — difficult for people to feel attached to it!

X

Functional Value r+¢ E}[E

Nothing much to look at as a monument; limited options for adaptive reuse.
Very often, people just want to get rid of it along with bad memory of war!



Hong Kong’s War Architectural Heritage ﬁ?ﬁﬁf@ﬁéﬁ@%?? [=E &
From the South China Morning Post, 13 April 2008

Graffiti, weeds and damage by visitors mar fortifications

Officials leave historic
military sites to decay

Peak of destruction

State of disrepair SCMP



Heritage Values of War Architectural Heritage

Criteria for Feasibility of Adaptive Reuse
1. Size does matter

2. Has to be visible

3. Has to be accessible

4. A right use has to be found

5. Finally, what about the state of the reinforced concrete



Conserving and Revitalizing Hong Kong’s Architecture of War

HK Museum of Coastal Defence

Open in 2000, it is an award-winning
conservation project involving the
adaptive reuse of the expansive Lei Yue
Mun fortifications, including the Redoubit.




Conservation of Historical Ordnance Depot in Hong Kong

Former envoy sees new role for wartime structures in Lei Yue Mun

Wine-cellar proposal for bunkers

Vivienne Chow

T Boeggotten wartitne bunkers had
chirnad Lo Yue Mun on Hong Kong
Istand hiave been wdentified, with
soamna Bving the potencial i beoeme
wme codlars,

Gregory Ie'ch, a former Sourh
Adrlean comsul generel (o Hong kong
whi now runs the Uneseo Asii-
Pavific Heritage Award-winning
Cimmsen Wimme Cellars in Shouson §l
identified the bunkers by inveshgae-
g a =enes of old phitographs,

The pictures were tuken when
Huiwr Ko waas fighting the: lapanese
during the second word war.

Mr De'elr sadd that about eigh
yvomm agn ho reevived o sedes of phin
ogEraphs showing censtruction of
the bunkers from a historian he
werked with when coenverting the
Centeal Ordinance Mumitiens Depoi,
krvaver as Linde Plong Bong during
the vk, bt a wine cellar and clab-
hnasee thiad Became e sbee of the
Ui Wine Ceflars,

At that ime, Mr De‘ebwas cotrain
the sites featured in the photographs
veere nat of Littde Hong Kong.

*Fast-Torward six years to 2007,
wrud 1 suddendy had a enesasd meer-
=ulin where these bunkers were
Iecated because they vere defiieely
Hlong Kong. S0 1 started asking
wrmid aq:.aun." [SCaE =il |

Ty compisrang varicus histoneal
photagraphs with those from e
present day, Mr De'eb idennfied
sarne corrbmon ieatres begween te
[rictures,  in fing slrucluares

anch thee Lossure and ot Services
Dheprartment, whrich mumgees L Yoe
Mun Barck and Holiday Villege, He
satied the lamer departmaent wold bl
such buenkers did norexse

B thee cheprartmoent, in answer 1o
a question from the Sourh China
Marrrferg P, sadd the bunkers were
ot under the areas i managed, as
they were outside the Lel Yug Mun
couniry ;'-rl.:l and the Musewm of
Cinasliil Delismaem

L March, MrDe'eh rewenved adet-
ter from the Commerce and Eco-
nomic Developient Buorcaw ac -
knowledging the existence of the
baunkers.

I'he Development Burcay said
that up to mow the government bacl
diwcone e the fve bambers in Lisi Yue
Nian aml 12 similar enes at Shouson
1Al wheme forar have Been leased 1o
Cronnn Wine Celors

Te Paar located thres of the five
tankers near tee laznd Eastern Cor-
ridor, whise cnirances were num-
bered 34. 35 and 34, and were pro-
tected by mewly installed steel gates
and fences

Whibe thee twe othier hunkess a0 Led
Yue Mun had teeir cotrances huried,
numhers 34 1o 36 couwld be trans -
formied imite wine cellurs. Mr Die'ck
sk,

Hi has proposed teming the hun
ket bno wne cellars, He sald be had
boen inckose contact with the gov
vrniment i the hope that the site
voidled B tueenied 1o o sustainable
heritage sate avadlalbble vo the public
bBitut an ree gt Lo Bopinyers,

L = o \ ¥ F
g 1
e i - . - #

e to the second world war when Hong Kong was fighting the Japanese. Fhota: David Wonig

Fenced-off bunkers near the Island Eastern Corridor dat

SCMP 2008-06-30, p. C3
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Pioneer Advocates for Conserving Hong Kong’s War Architecture

e Sy i

Ruins of War

A Guide to
Hong Kong's Batilefields
and Warlime Sites

H S
X s e i

-~ > - 3 “ ‘ .; :; I 'k \1‘ I:I-.

e A | E
| i ; - | ' | |+ T oo By Cotorsd Ardary blews U WD
erindy Il “q. | I | I

Tim Ko (FJ,'J%,]@F}) and Jason Wordie, and their book Ruins of War

Robert C. “Bob” Horsnell (ff’ f %), and his research on the “MaclIntosh
Cathedral” (frontier observation post named after HK Commissioner of Police
Duncan W. MacIntosh (1946-54) F%‘F‘,JFE#“\%I"J S R

www.wenweipo.com; www.fcchk.org; Joint Publishing; John Nye; HK Planning Department



THANK YOU!
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